
The Salem News - 07/21/2022 Page : A09

July 21, 2022 8:31 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

www.salemnews.com The Salem News   Thursday, July 21, 2022  A9

SPORTS EDITOR PHIL STACEY • SPORTS EDITOR PHIL STACEY • 978-338-2663; 978-338-2663; pstacey@salemnews.compstacey@salemnews.com

IN THIS SECTION
Classifieds, A14

Comics, A17
Weather, A18

YELLOWMAGENTACYANBLACK

By Nick Giannino

Staff Writer

Golf is funny; some days you 
can be striking the ball perfectly 
on every single shot, but your 
score doesn’t necessarily show 
it. Other days when your swing 
is clicking, the final scorecard 
certainly reflects that reality.

For Swampscott’s Christian 
Emmerich, the latter rang true in 
Wednesday’s final round of the 
93rd New England Amateur.

After battling with his swing 
as recently as last fall, Emmer-
ich has found his groove of late. 

His tee shots are flying, he’s strik-
ing his irons pure, and his putter 
has been very reliable. All of that 
came together and then some on 
Wednesday, as the 21-year-old 
Kernwood and St. Mary’s of Lynn 
product set a new course record 
at Alpine Country Club in Rhode 
Island, carding an incredible 
10-under par 62.

The flawless performance 
jolted him 42 spots up the leader-
board into a tie for second place, 
as he narrowly lost to champion 
Jared Nelson.

“It feels like a long time com-
ing; the score finally showed 

how well I’ve been playing,” said 
Emmerich, who made it to the 
quarterfinals at the Mass. Ama-
teur last week.

“It was exciting. It’s my first 
official course record in a tour-
nament, and the head pro told me 
that the previous record was 66. 
So to absolutely shatter that was 
pretty thrilling.”

Emmerich certainly would have 
loved to win the tournament after 
posting by far the lowest score of 
any golfer over the three days, 
but coming in second with an 

Emmerich sets course record in final round of New England Amateur

By Matt Williams

Asst. Sports Editor

LYNN — It’s hard to win 
a Little League baseball 
game when you strike out 
a lot more times than your 
opponent does.

Playing great defense 
makes doing so a little bit 
easier.

Peabody West got sev-
eral outstanding plays in 
the field, timely hits and 
nearly flawless pitching 
to drop Andover, 6-0, on 
the first day of pool play at 
the Section 4 Williamsport 
all-star tournament under 
the lights at Reinfuss Field 
Wednesday night.

The evening’s biggest 
defensive play came in the 
bottom of the third inning 
after Andover (down 1-0 at 
the time) loaded the bases 
with no outs. After an 
infield fly for one out and a 
strikeout by Peabody West 
pitcher Ryan Skerry, third 
baseman C.J. York snared 
a hard-hit grounder that 
seemed ticketed for the 
outfield grass and stepped 
on third base to end the 
threat.

“A big, big play,” said 
Peabody West manager 
Steve Lomasney, his team 
now a perfect 6-0 this 
summer. “We’ve worked 
really hard to become a 
good defensive team. The 
outs we got with runners 
in scoring position and 
the way our guys pitched 
to contact early in counts 
was huge.”

Peabody West will play 
Reading (a 7-4 winner over 
Gloucester) at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday in a rematch of 
last year’s Section 4 title 
game.

Allowing no runs and 
having Skerry throw only 
49 pitches over four shutout 
innings and seeing York 
toss two shutout frames 
with 34 pitches was the 

ideal start: Peabody West is 
in great shape in terms of a 
potential runs allowed tie-
breaker, and both hurlers 
are eligible to throw later 
in the tournament.

Skerry, in particular, 
was incredibly efficient. 
He threw only eight balls 
among his 49 pitches; three 

FIRING BLANKS
Peabody West shuts out Andover in Section 4 opener

By Matt Williams

Asst. Sports Editor

The champions will have a 
chance to defend their title.

B e ve r l y / S a l e m  P o s t 
331 Legion baseball team 
punched its ticket to this 
weekend’s state champion-
ship with a 6-4 win over Low-
ell Tuesday night at Cooney 
Field.

By repeating as District 
8 champs, Beverly/Salem 
earned a spot in the dou-
ble-elimination state playoffs 
and a chance for the defend-
ing Massachusetts and 
Northeast Regional champs 
to chase another potential 
Legion World Series berth.

Tuesday’s thriller was the 

second straight playoff win 
for Beverly/Salem, which 
went 8-5 during the season to 
earn the District 8 No. 2 seed 
and a first round bye in the 
six-team, single elimination 
playoffs. After Noah Guanci’s 
12-strikeout gem helped them 
shade North Chelmsford Sun-
day night, 3-2, they welcomed 
Lowell (an upset winner over 
top-seed Andover) to Cooney 
for all the marbles.

An outstanding pitching 
start by Bobby Jellison had 
Beverly/Salem in control 
and ahead, 4-0, before Lowell 
rallied to tie it up as Jellison 
reached the pitch count limit. 
After Anthony Mastroianni 

Beverly/Salem Post 
331 wins D8, will 
defend state title

By Jean DePlacido

Correspondent

The Peabody Little League 
10-11-year-old softball all-
star team won District 16, 
beating Salem in a best-of-
three series.

Ayanna Cirame pitched a 
no-hitter in Peabody’s 22-0 
mercy rule shutout. The 
Tanners banged out 17 hits 
led by Julia Kallianidis, who 
went 4-for-4. Cirame, short-
stop Maggie McGahey, sec-
ond baseman/centerfielder 
Micayla Creamer, and right 
fielder Ella Weed all had 
two hits apiece in the vic-
tory while Ava Filmore, Rose 
Dunn, Isabella McCormack, 
Gianna Silvestri, and Emily 
McCusker all hit safely.

In the second game of the 
series, Peabody cruised to a 
26-11 win with another 17-hit 
attack. First baseman Kalli-
anidis collected five hits and 

was a perfect 9-for-9 in the 
finals. Cirame and Filmore 
each chipped in with three 
hits, including a homer for 
Cirame. Kallianidis also hit a 
round-tripper for the winners 
while McCusker tripled and 
Weed, Fillmore, and Kallian-
idis doubled.

Ka l l i a n i d i s  d r ove  i n 
seven runs and Weed four. 
McCusker, Fillmore, McGa-
hey, Dunn, McCormack, 
Weed, and Silvestri all col-
lected a hit apiece as nine 
different players joined the 
hit parade and 10 had one or 
more RBI.

Dunn started and pitched 
two innings without allowing 
any hits, with Creamer and 
Cirame coming on in relief.

“The girls all played well, 
and it was great to win the 
district,” said Peabody man-
ager Alex Kallianidis. “That 

Peabody 11s capture 
District 16 softball title

By Gary Larrabee

Correspondent

Fred Hammond was a 
giant among Massachusetts 
high school cross country/
track coaches. Simple as 
that.

The North Shore has 
had several other super 
successful cross-country 
and/or track coaches over 
the past 60 years, such as 
Mike Clancy (formerly 
Brother Patrician C.F.X), 
Ray Carey and John Boyle 
at St. John’s Prep; Ken 
Spellman at Ipswich; Bill 
Jenkins at Danvers and 

Beverly; Ferrnando Braz 
and George Smyrnios at 
Peabody; Steve Czarnecki 
at Bishop Fenwick; and 
most recently Steve Sawyer 
at Hamilton-Wenham and 
Dave Jellerson, also at Bev-
erly High.

Hammond, among the 
first of these great ones in 
the region, died June 29, at 
age 87, following a phenom-
enal career not only as a 
track/cross-country coach 
but also as a teacher and 
historian.

Hammond was a Beverly 
boy through and through. 
He was born and raised in 

the Garden 
City, a Beverly 
High graduate 
and an incon-
sequential 
BHS track 
athlete (as 
he modestly 
shared with 
me on more 
than one occa-
sion). It was 

hardly an indicator of his 
extraordinary accomplish-
ments to come.

He earned college degrees 
at Colby College and Boston 
University, then returned to 
his hometown to become a 

legend in more ways than 
one.

Hammond became a BHS 
history teacher in 1959, 
then became head track 
and cross country coach in 
1963 and staying on for 20 
years. “I never made a bet-
ter coaching hire,” athletic 
director Charlie Walsh con-
fided after his retirement, 
stepping aside for Roy 
Norden.

Hammond’s three-sea-
son won-lost record seems 
incomprehensible, but there 
it is: 354 dual meet wins, 39 

Appreciation: Hammond was a coaching 
giant on the track in Beverly

COURTESY PHOTO/Kate Fox
The Beverly/Salem Post 331 Legion baseball team won the 
District 8 title Tuesday night and will head to the state 
playoffs this weekend.

The Peabody Little League 10-11-yar-old softball all-stars pose 
for a photo after winning the District 16 championship. Team 
members include (top row, left to right): Gianna Silvestri, 
Micayla Creamer, Ava Fillmore, Julia Kallianidis, Emily 
McCusker, and Ava Swanson; (bottom row, L to R): Ella Weed, 
Maggie McGahey, Rose Dunn, Isabella McCormack, and Ayanna 
Cirame. Not pictured: Isabella Addoriso. The head coach is Alex 
Kallianidis; his assistants are Larry McGahey and Paul Filmore.

Fred 
Hammond

Swampscott’s 
Christian 
Emmerich carded 
a 10-under par 62 
in his final round 
of the New England 
Amateur on 
Wednesday to set 
the course record 
at Alpine Country 
Club in Rhode 
Island.

DALTON BALTHASER/ 
Rhode Island Golf 

Association

See POST 331, Page A12
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See EMMERICH, Page A12

JAIME CAMPOS/Staff photo
Ricky Williams (17) and Brayden Beals (3) celebrate after Williams’ catch in right field to end the inning during a Little 
League Section 4 all-star baseball game between Peabody West and Andover at Charlie Reinfuss Field in Lynn. 

An elated Patrick Woods (21) celebrates with Peabody West all-star teammate Ricky 
Williams (17) after Woods’ scored a run last night against Andover.

See PEABODY WEST, Page A10
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Among the standout performers at the All-American Fundamental Football Showcase at 
Salem’s Berram Field this weekend were Salem’s Patrick Connatser (James Galante Award for 
top performer), Armani Cuevas (Young Gun) and Leah Burns and Siena Stellato (Young Pup).

SHOWCASE

By Nick Curcuru

Staff writer

LYNN — The Gloucester 
Little League all-stars looked 
to be well on their way to a 
good night Wednesday in the 
opening round of the Section 
4 Williamsport tournament 
Wednesday.

The District 15 champs 
came out on fire at the plate 
by plating the night’s first 
four runs on five hits to take 
a commanding lead over 
Reading. The Section 13 
champs, however, rolled with 
the punches early and bat-
tled back to score the final 
seven runs of the contest in 
a 7-4 win at Reinfuss Field.

Gloucester finds itself 
behind the 8-ball a little bit 
heading into the second 
night of round robin play 
Thursday against Andover 
(5:30 p.m.), but it’s a situation 
that the team has been in 
before. Gloucester dropped 
its first pool play game in 
the district round and bat-
tled back to reach the semi-
finals. The team also lost in 
the winner’s bracket finals 
of the District 15 semis, 
only to come back win the 
tournament.

The last two times Glouces-
ter has tasted defeat in the 
tournament, it has won at 
least the next three games.

“Unfortunately it wasn’t 
one of our best days,” 
Gloucester manager Brian 
Salah said. “We took our-
selves out of the game a little 
bit. Hanging our heads too 
much when things weren’t 
going our way. It’s a situa-
tion we’ve been in before 

and we’ve responded. We’re 
going to have to do it again.”

Gloucester was swinging 
well in the first two innings 
with two runs each in its first 
two plate appearances. Jack 
Higgins opened the scoring 
in the top of the first, com-
ing in on a wild pitch after 
reaching on a walk. Luke 
Salah then scored on a field-
ing error after reaching on a 
base hit to make it 2-0 after 
one inning. Pip Emerson’s 
two-out, two RBI single to 
right plated both Bryce 
Albano (single) and Higgins 
(fielder’s choice) in the sec-
ond inning.

In the top of the second 
Reading brought  r ight 
hander Jack Barry out of 
the bullpen, who really set-
tled things down and qui-
eted the Gloucester bats. 
Barry ended up earning the 
win by going four innings 
and allowing no runs on 
four hits and five strike-
outs. Barry was around the 
plate all game and mixed in 
a curve ball to go with his 
fastball to keep Gloucester 
hitters off balance.

Reading’s bats also started 
to come alive in the second 
inning as the Section 13 
champs were able to score at 
least a run in their last four 
at bats. A.J. Rizzo singled in 
Barry (single) for Reading’s 
first run and Cormac Fitzger-
ald later singled in Rizzo to 
make it a 4-2 game.

Reading battled back to 
tie it in the third when Barry 
doubled to the gap in left cen-
ter scoring Andrew Wright 
(single) and Jack Schuler 
(single) to make it 4-4. The 

home team then took its 
first lead of the night in the 
bottom of the fourth when 
Wright singled home Fitz-
gerald for a 5-4 lead. Domi-
nick Fratto delivered a RBI 
single and Stephen Pizzotti 

a RBI double in the sixth to 
cap the scoring at 7-4.

Salah led the Glouces-
ter offense with two hits 
while Higgins was on base 
three times on one hit and 
scored twice. Bryce Albano, 

Emerson, Chase Albano, 
C.J. Jones, Milo Aberle and 
Luca Aberle all had hits for 
Gloucester.

Wright and Barry led 
Reading with two hits each.

Gloucester used Emerson, 

Higgins and Brady Cia-
ramitaro on the mound 
on Wednesday. All three 
hurlers threw few enough 
pitches to make them eligi-
ble to pitch again later in the 
tournament.

Gloucester LL falls to Reading in Section 4 opener

JAIME CAMPOS
Gloucester Little League all-star catcher Chase Albano tags out Reading’s Stephen Pizzotti in the fifth inning of Wednesday’s 
Section 4 contest at Reinfuss Field.

historic final round is not a 
bad consolation prize.

In posting his 62, Emmer-
ich made seven birdies (holes 
2, 4, 6, 8, 11, 12 and 15), two 
eagles (holes 7 and 10) and 
just one bogey (hole 5). He 
made the turn at 5-under par 
before going 4-under for his 
first three holes on the back.

Despite the ridiculously 
impressive effort, Emmer-
ich still felt he could’ve gone 
even lower.

“I showed up like 20 min-
utes before my round and 
I was just going to go out 
there, get a little loose and 
see what happened. I didn’t 
do a full warmup because it 
was so hot,” he said. “After 

I got to 9-under through 12, 
I started thinking 59. I was 
hitting it well enough to do 
it, and still hit it really well 
down the stretch and gave 
myself some chances. But I 
didn’t really make any more 
putts besides 15 coming in.”

Emmerich’s shot of the day 
came on No. 7, a relatively 
short par 4 at 385 yards. He 
blasted his driver off the 
tee, had about 50 yards to 
the green and holed out his 
approach shot to really kick 
things into gear.

“That kind of jump started 
me,” he said. “They moved 
the tees up a little and I 
was able to get closer to the 
green.”

Emmerich had played 
decent golf over the first 
two days of the tournament, 
shooting 73-74 to comfortably 
make the cut. His goal was 

to go 5-under par or better 
Wednesday to give himself 
a chance, but doubling that 
effort was never something 
he thought about.

“You kind of take it as you 
go,” said Emmerich. “I’m not 
thrilled to be leaving without 
a trophy, but I can’t really 
complain. I’d be a sicko if I 
left after shooting 62.”

Emmerich will have limited 
time to rest before entering 
competition at next week’s 
Ouimet Memorial Tourna-
ment (held at GreatHorse 
and Woodland Golf Club 
from July 27-29). He’s play-
ing some of the best golf of 
his life right now and should 
roar into the field with 
confidence.

Contact Nick Giannino at 
NGiannino@Salemnews.
com. Follow him on Twitter 
@NickGiannino_SN.

EMMERICH
 � Continued from Page A9

defeats and three ties from 
cross country, indoor track 
and outdoor track teams. 
All were powerhouse Pan-
ther programs loaded with 
amazing talent honed by 
Fred Hammond.

“I couldn’t take credit for 
hiring Fred,” Norden once 
told me, “but I sure as hell 
can take credit for keeping 
him in charge of the three 
programs for as long as he 
wanted to. He made them as 
good as any in the state.”

No one knew better than 
Sawyer, another Massachu-
setts Track Coaches Hall 
of Famer, who continues 
to produce championship 
teams spanning three sea-
sons at Hamilton-Wenham 
Regional.

“I admired Fred in many 
ways,” said Sawyer, who 
coached Fred and wife 
Gay’s two sons, Christopher 
and Bradford. “He was soft 
spoken, laid back, but he 
commanded utmost respect 
from his athletes. He was 
unemotional, always in con-
trol, highly knowledgeable 
of the intricacies of run-
ning, field and track events. 
He had a wonderful way of 
handling his kids.”

Sawyer knows of what he 
speaks. As head of the H-W 
cross-country and outdoor 
track programs since 1979 
and initiator of the Gener-
als’ indoor track program in 
1999, Sawyer’s teams have 
won 64 Cape Ann League 
titles, five girls all-state 
championships and 25 East-
ern Mass. division titles.

Hammond, who was in 
the first group of inductees 
into the Beverly High Ath-
letics Hall of Fame in 2003, 
also loved that part of his 

life keyed on local history. 
He was connected to the 
Beverly Historical Society 
as a student first, then as 
a teacher and, after retir-
ing from BHS, as a scholar 
and local historian. Our 
paths crossed more than 
once when I spent time 
at his other beloved BHS 
researching city history as 
it related to one of my book 
projects, and Hammond 
was always most helpful.

No one was more inspired 
by Hammond the coach and 
teacher than John Norris, 
a distance runner who cap-
tained his senior harrier 
squad for him at Beverly 
High, then returned to suc-
ceed his mentor as coach. 
Norris coached BHS cross 
country for 12 years, then 
coached the Danvers cross 
country program for 25 
years. Later he also served 
alongside Hammond as 
an official at Northeastern 
Conference meets.

“It was stunning,” Norris 
said, “how he influenced so 
many of us, his track ath-
letes,” Norris said. “He was 
a true role model.

“I was always impressed 
by his demeanor, his 
patience, his calmness, but 
also with his intellectual 
curiosity, his knowledge, his 
goodness and wholesome-
ness. He read a lot of the 
best books about managing 
track and field athletes, 
and that paid off with the 
results he got year after 
year.”

Norris noted how “his 
athletes never wanted to 
let him down. We wanted to 
succeed for ourselves, but 
also for him. He made us all 
feel important, part of his 
unique personality.”

Hammond was exceed-
ingly proud of his athletes 
who returned to the sport 

to give back as coaches, 
as Norris had. He was also 
extremely proud of the most 
recent Beverly High cross 
country and track coach to 
join him in the Massachu-
setts Track Coaches Hall of 
Fame, the aforementioned 
Jellerson.

A standout Danvers run-
ner before coming to neigh-
boring Beverly as a coach, 
Jellerson marveled at 
Hammond’s success. He ran 
against Hammond’s teams, 
in fact, before becoming a 
Panther coaching legend in 
his own right.

Since coming to Beverly 
High in 1990, Jellerson has 
amassed a mind-boggling 
636-73 won/lost record 
coaching girls teams span-
ning 90 seasons, including 
47 Northeastern Conference 
titles. The new school year 
will see Jellerson coaching 
his 28th cross country team 
and 34th winter indoor 
team.

“I think of Fred as an 
amazing coach, of course,” 
said Jellerson, “but I think 
of him as a gentleman first. 
He earned the respect of 
every coach and athlete he 
ever came in contact with 
by who he was as a person 
and how he conducted 
himself: always gracious, 
always humble.

“I can’t imagine how 
many lives he has had a 
positive impact on, both 
athletes and his students,” 
Jellerson went on. “Every-
one I have ever talked with 
about Fred had a tremen-
dous appreciation for him. 
They recognized him as 
far more than just a Hall of 
Fame coach. He believed in 
giving back every way he 
could; a real credit to his 
community.”

Indeed, a giant.

HAMMOND
 � Continued from Page A9

threw a scoreless sixth 
inning of relief, Casey Bellew 
(hit, two walks, stolen base, 
two runs) came around to 
score the go-ahead run and 
Post 331 added an insurance 
tally.

Josh Demers came on for 
the save to send Post 331 to 
this weekend’s state playoffs 
in Milford.

They’ll open with District 
9’s champion Saturday at 

4:30 p.m. and play again 
Sunday against an oppo-
nent to be determined. As 
of Wednesday, host Milford 
and Greenfield Post 81 have 
clinched spots in the eight-
team field, with the other 
five being determined in 
various playoffs around the 
state this week.

Gavin Gold had three big 
hits for Beverly/Salem in the 
District 8 final, while Sam 
Armbruster, catcher Nick 
Freni and Logan Petrosino 
also had important base 
knocks.

POST 331
 � Continued from Page A9

was it, though, because most 
of the other districts don’t 
have 11-year-old teams.

“McCusker caught the 
first game to help seal the 
win, and Ava Swanson con-
tributed with some great 
plays at first base.”

Te a m  m e m b e r s  a r e 

Isabella Addoriso, Ayanna 
Cirame, Micayla Creamer, 
Rose Dunn, Ava Fillmore, 
Julia Kallianidis,  Isa-
bella McCormack, Emily 

McCusker, Maggie McGahey, 
Gianna Silvestri, Ava Swan-
son, and Ella Weed. Coaches 
Larry McGahey and Paul 
Fillmore assisted manager 
Kallianidis.

Contact Jean DePlacido 
@JeanDePlacidoSN

SOFTBALL
 � Continued from Page A9
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